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fairly dense, ranging from between 300 and 500 persons to
mile in various parts of the north to over 500 in the region lying
south of Coorg. Geographical conditions are, on the whole, unfav-
ourable to the growth of large towns, and Bombay alone is of
first-rate importance. The growth of this city, which at the
last census had a population of over a million, aas been remark-
able. Ceded to England by Portugal in 1661, it became, in 1708,
the headquarters of the East India Company, the silting up of
the harbour at Sura! making that town impossible as a base.
The barrier of the Western Ghats was long a formidable obstacle to
development, but, after the fall of the Maratha power, and the
opening up of the railways which brought it into contact with the
rest of the country, Bombay began to make rapid progress. The
stoppage, during the Civil WELT, of the American supplies of raw
cotton to the United Kingdom gave a great impetus to the export
trade of Bombay, because of the demand which arose for the cotton
grown on the black soils of its hinterland; It also encouraged
the development of the modern factory system in the city. The
manufacture of cotton has continued to increase, and Bombay,
with about 30 per cent of the spindles in India and over one-
half of its power-looms, is now the centre of that industry. The
growth of Bombay has been handicapped to some extent in the
past by distance from the coalfields, but advantage is now being
taken of the facilities afforded by the rivers of the Western Ghats
for the generation of hydro-electric power. The opening of the
Suez Canal must also be noted* as it placed Bombay in a relatively
more favourable position for trade with Europe than it had formerly
occupied.
THE BLACK SOIL REGION. The greater part of the Bombay
Presidency south of the Narbada, along with the detached district
of Kathiawar, the Malwa plateau in Central India, the whole of
Berar, the west and centre of the Central Provinces, and the west
of Hyderabad are covered with the basaltic formation akeady
mentioned. The black cotton soil characteristic of the region as
a whole is deepest and most productive in a belt of country which
includes the Tapti and Puma valleys, the central valley of Berar,
and jthe plain of Nagpur. Elsewhere it is shallower and only
moderately productive, except in some of the liver valleys
the regur or deep, black soil Is again found, and on the